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Evolution of healthcare product coding and marking

Whenever possible, it is recommended to use only one
marking type on a given packaging. Multi-marking impedes
the reading and does not allow product management by
automatons.

However, during the transitional period, a 7-character
code marking and a 13-character code marking may be
necessary. This is particularly the case when ensuring that
all pharmacists may read at least one marking, even if they
don’t have Data Matrix readers.

For implantable medical devices and in vitro diagnostic
medical devices, the GS1-128 barcode or ECC200 Data
Matrix are used to mark the product code, batch number
and expiry date, to meet the regulatory requirement of
traceability.

Generally speaking, the GS1-128 structured markings
(GS1-128 barcode (1D) or Data Matrix (2D) according
to the packaging sizes) are preferable for products with
expiry dates.

Wholesalers, retail and hospital pharmacies must equip
themselves with readers that can read both GS1-128
barcode (1D) and Data Matrix (2D). At the same time, they
must develop the software applications so that they can
manage 13-character codes and interpret the data acquired
via the automated reading of the outer packaging marking.
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Dematerialized exchanges

For dematerialized exchanges between agents,
wholesalers, suppliers, the following schedule is
recommended:

* Priority No 1: New format for the order with
13-character codes
Initiation of the test phase in June 2009 at the latest,
for a release by all actors in January 2010

* Priority No 2 : Complete dispatch notice and standard
carton labels (DESADV);
Straightaway and in June 2009 at the latest

* Priority No 3 : Acknowledgment of receipt for delivery;
At the latest in June 2010 and provided that the dispatch
notice has been implemented for most of the flows

* Priority No 4 : New format for the order with enriched
message;

After June 2010

 Priority No 5 : Acknowledgment of receipt for the
order;
After June 2010.

Forthese exchanges, itis advised to indicate the ACL7 code as
the main code and the 13-character code as a supplementary
code up to December 2010. Starting in January 2011, the
13-character code will become the main code.
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Evolution schedule of healthcare product coding and marking
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Evolution of healthcare product coding and marking

Abstract

The coding evolution from 7 to 13 characters is
common to medicinal products as well as healthcare
products. It is necessary to answer the expectable
saturation of the 7-character codes and to go along with
the implementation of traceability. For all healthcare
products (Medical devices, Foodstuffs for particular
nutritional uses, Derma-cosmetic, Veterinary and
other products) the partners from the pharmaceutical
distribution chain have chosen to retain the international
coding standards (ACL13 or GTIN) and marking (EAN-
13 barcodes, GS1-128 barcodes or Data Matrix). They
have decided to apply these changes on January 1st,
2011, at the latest, in parallel to the changes defined for
human drugs (see the Cahiers CIP-ACLNo 1and 2). The
purpose of Cahier No 3 is to specify the implementation
schedule and conditions for the 13-character coding
and marking for healthcare products, as defined by all
the actors in the pharmaceutical chain.

The ACL recommendation ensures the consistency
on how all the healthcare products distributed in the
pharmaceutical circuit are treated, as well as the
continuity of interprofessional exchanges, especially
during the transitional period to the end of 2010.

During all this period, the cross-correspondence table
will be available on the www.aclclub.org website.
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